A Member of the Reichstag in My Twenties
On June 6, ,1920, Robert and I became members
of the Reichstag together with seventy-nine other
members of our party. It was a proud victory. From
the twenty-two members we had in the Constituent
Assembly at Weimar a little more than a year before,
we had climbed to eighty-one members of the first
republican Reichstag. It was a victory that confirmed
our attitude early in the revolution as opposed to
that of the Majority Socialists, namely, not to rush
the people to the polls before we had had ample
opportunity to lay the foundation for the new republic
and to convince the labouring masses and farmers by
our deeds that their interests lay with the revolution.
Unfortunately, the Majority Socialists had lost
more than we had gained. From more than eleven
million voters in 1919 they had fallen to between five
and six million in 1920 with 112 members elected
out of a total of 466. The workers who had left them
and joined us had justly held them responsible for
the Kapp Putsch, with which the army had surprised
the Majority Socialist Defence Minister, Noske, and
for their failure to fulfil the promise of the revolution.
The middle-class elements that had flocked to them
under the immediate influence of the revolution had
gone back to the nationalist parties, which were also
among the gainers in.the election.
My party in this election had rendered me a special
honour : I was put at the head of the national ticket.
Germany had a system of proportional representation
requiring 60,000 votes for every member to be elected
in a constituency. Two neighbouring constituencies
could make an agreement to combine for the purpose
of utilizing the remaining votes above the last 60,000.